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® PENSION FOR DEATH IN SERVICE

Dead IAF man’s

mom gets relief

DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

May 8: The regional bench
of the Armed Forces Tri-
bunal here has come to the
rescue of the mother of a
deceased Indian Air Force
corporal by deciding that
she is entitled to get special
family pension from Janu-
ary 4, 1995 with 9 per cent
interest, which had been
denied to her by the IAF.

The bench comprising
Justice A.C. Arumugaperu-
mal Adityan and Lt. Gen
(retired) S. Pattabhiraman
set aside the order of IAF
authorities denying Polam-
mal the special family pen-
sion.

According to Ms Polam-
mal, her son Sridharan
joined thelndian Air Force
in 1984 and had an unblem-
ished record of service till
his death.

On December 27, 1994

PR R T L

indian Air Force
had refused

the family pension
saying death not
attributable to

his service

Since her son died while
on duty and the death was
attributable to or aggravated
by military service, she
applied for special family
pension. But the IAF reject-
ed her plea.

The bench said as per the
post-mortem report, Sridha-
ran had died from cerebro-
pulmonary congestion.
There was no material to
show that he suffered from
the disease before he joined
the IAF.

In fact, there was no mate-
rial to show how the Indian
Air Force arrived at the
conclusion that Sridharan’s
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[16 yrs after death

of IAF man, mom
to get spl pension

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Chennai: Nearly 16 years after
an Indian Air Force (IAF) air-
man, corporal Sridharan, was
found dead in Delhi under mys-

: terious circumstances, his
¢ mother Polammal will finally
¢ receive special family pension

from the IAF, thanks to the in-

i tervention of the Armed Forces

Tribunal here.

A regional bench of the tri-
bunal, comprising judicial
member Justice AC Arumu-
gaperumal Adityan and ad-
ministrative member S Pattab-
hiraman, also asked the IAF to
pay a cost of Rs 10,000 to Po-
lammal.

Corporal Sridharan joined
the IAF in 1984. After serving
the IAF “with loyalty and un-
blemished record” for over a
decade, he left the Ahmedabad
unit of the IAF on December 27,
1994 and did not return.

On January 4, 1995, his fam-
ily was informed that Sridha-
ran’s body had been found in
Delhi and that a case had been
registered by the Delhi police.

When the matter was taken
up, the IAF argued that Srid-
haran was on unauthorised
leave since December 27 and
that he died of cerebro-pul-
monary congestion, which
could not be attributed to the
IAF service.
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